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The Lake Advisory Board held their regular monthly meeting at the Lake Lure Municipal Center 

on Monday, the 11th day of January, 2016 at 3:30 p.m.  

 

Attendees: 

Mark Helms (chairperson) 

Joe Pritchett             

Dan Breneman 

Gary Johnson  

Gary Hasenfus 

Bill Ashman  

Sonya Ledford 

Mary Ann Silvey (council 

liaison) 

Dean Givens, Dir. Lake Ops. 

Clint Calhoun, Environment 

Mgmt. Officer 

 

Non-Attending Members: 

NA 

 

 

    

 

Call to Order: 

 

 Chairperson Mark Helms called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m.  

 

Approval of the minutes: 

 

Bill Ashman made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 1, 2015 special meeting 

and the December 7, 2015 regular meeting as presented. Gary Hasenfus seconded the motion and 

the vote of approval was unanimous. 

 

Public Forum: 

 

Chris Caine, a local citizen and fisherman, suggested that a “fishing” kayak permit, similar to 

motorized fishing boat permit, be created to provide a lower cost option for fishermen who use 

kayaks during non-peak season. Mr. Caine also asked that the town look for blue herring during 

their next fishery study because they have been found in other local lakes. Lastly, Mr. Caine 



Town of Lake Lure - Lake Advisory Board 
- Minutes of Regular Monthly Meeting - 

Page 2 of 4 

asked the town to consider asking the state (NC Wildlife) to increase white bass restrictions due 

to low numbers of the fish being reported. 

 

Individual Meeting Reports and Actions: 

 

Lake Operations Department – Dean Givens reviewed the department’s report that was sent to 

board members by email prior to the meeting. 

 

Mr. Breneman pointed out the number of patrol boating warnings given out on the lake 

compared to the low number of citations (98 warnings and 12 citations last year). Mr. Givens 

explained that if a boat is given a warning on the lake the warning is recorded in the boating 

database and the next time they are stopped they are given a citation. 

 

Council Liaison – Commissioner Mary Ann Silvey gave an update on the Lodge on Lake Lure 

project and stated that the Marine Commission will have a special meeting on January 12th to 

consider a resolution concerning boat weight and non-motorized boat restrictions proposed by 

the Lake Advisory Board. 

 

Consider VROP-2015016–  

  

Environmental Management Officer Clint Calhoun presented the application for VROP-2015016 

(as presented at the December 1, 2015 Lake Advisory Board meeting). 

 

The board examined 94.12 of the Lake Structures Regulations concerning commercial and multi-

dwelling use lake structures and unanimously found that the request would not be adverse to 

navigation, boating safety or to nearby residential areas with single family dwellings. The board 

also found that it would not affect the lake’s carrying capacity.   

 

The board discussed the following potential concerns about recommending the permit for 

approval:  

 dwellings over the lake are not allowed under current regulations (the dwelling being 

discussed existed prior to the Lake Structure Regulations) 

 there are no other vacation rentals operating (legally) in the L1 district so there was 

concern about setting precedence for other grandfathered properties with living quarters 

over the lake may make the same request. 

 

The board also discussed a sewer line connection concern brought up by one of the neighboring 

property owners, but decided that topic was unrelated to the request for a vacation rental 

operating permit. 

 

After further discussion, Bill Ashman made a motion to recommend approval of VROP-

2015016. Joe Pritchett seconded the motion. Bill Ashman, Joe Pritchett, and Dan Breneman 

voted in favor of the motion based on the following rationale:  

 the request passes all the requirements in section 94.12  
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 the property is grandfathered so no new similar structures can be created and a maximum 

of 7 similar properties exist and could potentially make a similar request  

 the structure is currently sound, but cannot be rebuilt per currently regulations 

  letters were sent to neighbors and the only negative response concerned a sewer line 

 The applicant went through the proper process for requesting the VROP   

 

Gary Hasenfus and Gary Johnson opposed the motion. Gary Hasenfus stated that he believes that 

the property is not suitable for rental since it is too close to neighbors in a very small cove.  Gary 

Johnson expressed concerns about the precedent that may be set by approval of the permit. 

 

New board member Sonya Ledford did not vote. 

 

The motion to recommend VROP-2015016 for approval carried. 

 

Boat length- Lake Operations Director Dean Givens presented concerns related to the Lake 

Advisory Board’s motion that was made at the December 7, 2015 meeting regarding allowing 

boats up to 21 feet on the lake and only using the state registration to determine length. Mr. 

Givens explained that some states list the inches on boat registrations and some do not. Mr. 

Givens also pointed out that by stating that the town only goes by the state registration when 

permitting boats, it may cause an issue if a boat is actually longer than what the registration lists. 

 

After discussion, Dan Breneman made a motion that the motion that was made at the December 

meeting stand as it was approved, but give the lake operations department the right to measure 

boats if necessary (the town will no longer measure boats at the request of boater, only if town 

staff feels a registration is inaccurate and reflects a length that is shorter than the actual length). 

The board unanimously approved the motion. New board member Sonya Ledford did not vote. 

 

Other topics- Bill Ashman stated that the chamber discussed hosting an antique boat show 

during off-peak season and wanted to get the opinion of the board concerning waiving boat 

permit fee for an off season event to promote the town.  

 

Lake Operations Director Dean Givens explained that in the past boat permit fees have not been 

waived for similar events, but length restrictions have been relaxed. 

 

Fishery & Ecosystem – Gary Hasenfus reported: 

 

 Mr. Hasenfus stated that he will be working with lake operations staff and volunteers on 

placement of Christmas trees in the lake over the next months. Mr. Hasenfus also 

presented a copy of the Breeze and pointed out his article written on behalf of the LAB. 

Stating that the town has a plan and is in charge of fishery in the lake. 

 

Lake Structures – Gary Johnson: 
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 Mr. Johnson stated that he will be working with Mr. Calhoun and Commissioner Webber 

to address some lake concerns. 

 

Emergency Preparedness & Response – Dan Breneman: 

 

 Mr. Breneman stated that he and Mr. Givens will present a quote for a debris boom to be 

considered for the river at the February meeting. 

 

Dredging & Watershed Stabilization – Joe Pritchett:  

 

 Mr. Pritchett stated that payment has been submitted for the town's dredging permit and 

when the check clears the town will have their dredging permit. 

 

Water Quality – Bill Ashman reported: 

 

 No report 

 

Regulations & Law Enforcement – Nearly appointed board member Sonya Ledford was 

appointed to cover this area of responsibility 

 

Adjournment Gary Johnson made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Gary Hasenfus seconded the 

motion and the vote of approval was unanimous. 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________ 

Andrea H. Calvert, Town Clerk 

  

 
, 
 
 
 


